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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


SUBJECT: High Performance Reconnaissance Drone (TAGEOARD) 


4 


Whether to continue the development of the reoriented 

\GBCARD reconnaissance drone program or to defer further 

Nad apes until FY 1969 with a combined FY 67/68 savings of 
tcely $50 million in NOA and $30 million in actual 
es. 


PROGRAM ‘ 
a ket ted Wie a Ek 
pocincdlintib pan centring 


TAGBOARD is a Mach 3.3, ramjet-powered, photographic recon 
issance drone ahich will cruise above 90,000 feet with a 
080 nautical mile range. TAGEOARD or iginally was designed 

launch by a modified A-11 at Mach 3-plus and 75,000 feet 
is speed and altitude are necessary for ramjet ignition). 
ee as a result of a fatal R&D launch accident last July, 


was decided to reorient apne program ed use a _Be Ae launch 


DG Re Ph lo 


fut pt ey © 


the BOB proposes deferring further development of the 
em until FY 1969 because: 


1. The system proposed for development has a relatively 
t (about $2 million per mission) but a low probability 


nich cos 
of use for targets not accessible to satellites, subsonic long-=- 
range drones and Mach 3 aircraft. Gver China, subsonic drones 


ey 
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: a effectiveness adventage through the 
early To78 's. Over the Soviet Union, the probability of using 
RCeToS OF Sean Mach 3 aircraft is slizht becuase of the 
canger of violating Soviet airspace. 


2. Ue should take advantace durine the next year of 
sory are sarminoa the direction of our Sparel 


m light of other adequate and 


L. ho unmanned TAGROARD reconnaissance drone capability 
ey soon as possible to insure ene of targets AOE 
easily cecessible to satellite aystems, or apn invoive the 
political risk of manned overflight, or where prohibitive loss 
votes would be incurred by other dvone systems 


ka rEectiva fonse ements in ereas of thei 
fn 12 months ox less (¢@.g., Cuba and North Vietnam). Where such 
éefansive systexs are deployed and used, TADSOARD will provide 
the oniv exfective unmanned drone noeenneie sance capability. 

3. The proposed deforza 1 by the EOB would a ee 
operctional ecvallability of NE S 
Tone 27 


attached paper includes more detailed arguments in support 
BOB and DOD recommendations.) 
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- Attachment 
ECB ARGUMENTS FOR DEPERRAL: 

i. Tae TAGSOARD system proposed for development has a 
elec Mien cost (about $2 million per mission) but a low 
yrovability of use. 

a. The TAGBOARD would be limited to use for targets 
mot sceessible to satellites, subsonic long-range drones and 
Maen 3 aircraft, 


.- the TAGEOARD would be limited to use in areas 
oete have aix defense forces of the type and intensity now 
im the Soviet Union. r 


c. Over the Soviet Union, the probability of using 
menrmed or pacaeienge Me eh 3 aixerait is slight. Tne TAGBGARD 
antage over the SR-71 type aircraft 
ation effect--the offensive act being 


$. 
, 
ba 


2, \.2 Should take advantase during the next year of the 
opuecztuniiy to re-examine our overall reconnaissance drone 
gcc cam in Light of other adequate and available reconnaissance 
cyicoms, The reassesement should include: probable mission 
ucc.., anticipated defensive environments, and relative cost- 
eiulctiveness. 


oe * 


3. It is recognized that the implications of deferring 


Svcchay development and funding until FY 1959 is a delay of 


ov Jcational availability from approximately January 1956 to 
January 1970. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
SUBJECT: High Parformance Reconnaissance Drone (TAGBOARD) 


ISSUES 


Whether to continue the development of the reoriented 
TAGBOARD reconnaissance drone program or to defer further | 
Gevelopment until FY 69 with a combined FY 67/68 savings of 
approximately $50 etien 4c NOA and $30 million in actual 
expenditures. | 
PROGRAM? 

TAGLOARD is a Mach 3.3, xvamjet-powered, photographic recone 
neissance drone which will cruise above 90,000 feat with a 
3,000 aeueteal Gila range. TAGEOARD originally was designed 
for launch by a modified A-1l at Mach 3e-plus and 75,000 feet 
(this speed and altitude are necessary for ramjet ignition). | 
However, as a vesult of a fatal R6D launch accident last Talys: 
at was decided to reorient the progran to use a Be52H leunch 
pletform and boost the TAGBOARD to ramjet-operating speed and 


altitude with e solid rocket motor. 


. omer eoT sg & : ats e i ‘ 
use Sean eS 8 od | | 4 
wee dem 2 © . | . | oe 
_ Saka COU OTE ONLY 4 ; > 
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dow 


BURSAY OF PULGET RECOM SENDSTION H 


¢ DOS DECEOEES defexx xing further development of the TAGBOARD 


y 


system until FY 1969 because: 


i. The system proposed Lor development has a relatively 


hich cost (about $2 million per mission) but a low probability of 


us@. The TAGEOARD would be limited to use fox targets not 


accessible to satellites, subsonic long-range drones and Mach 3. 


aireralt, and for areas which have air defense forces of the 


CA be be 


type and intensity now deployed in the Soviet Union. 


2. we should take advantare during the next year of 


overall vcoccanaissance drone program in light of other adequate 
and available reconnaissance systems. The reassessment should 


nelude: probable mission uses, anticipated defensive environ= - 


* 


ments, exd relative costeeffectivenuss. 


thea he oe y 
sponte 


neARIMeNE OF DEFENSE RECOMMENDATION 3 


the DOD proposes to continue development of the TAGBOARD 


dzone because: 


i. Tha unmanned TAGBOARD recomaissance drone capability 


cee BYZMAN 
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ee 


Lily accessible to satellite systems, ox which involve the 
political risk of manned ovarflight, oe where prohibitive loss 
xates would be incurred by other drone systens. | 
2. The Soviets Leva shown both a willinmess and capae 


bility to deploy advaaced weapoa systems and to create dense 
RRR eae ee TOD eta stant tat aecsR INNA Steps 


OXCART/TAGLOARD 


end effective defense environments in areas of their own choosing 


im 12 months or less (e.g., Cuba and North Vietnam). Where such 
defexnsiva systems are deployed and used, TAGLOARD will provide 


tac only effective unmanned Crone reconnaissance capability. 


» 3e The proposed deferral by the EOB would delay the 
pesational availability of the TAGEOARD system from January 


& 


1968 to Jonuaxy 1970. 
\ 


(The attachec paper includes more detailed arguments in support 


of the BOB and DOD recommendations.) aaa soe 


Approve EOB Recommendation: 
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Approve BOD Recommendation: 
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